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ABSTEAGT , 

'some ojne million college bound students, who were 
high school seniors during 1974-75 previously participated in the 
College BoaiTd's admissions Testing Program (fi^P)r which included the 
Scholarship Aptitude lest (SAT) , the Test of Standard Written^ 
English,^ the, Student^ascr ip-6*Lve Questionnaire, and the fiTP^*. 
Achievement Tests.. TBese tests created a wide range of * inf orination 
about: (1) student sccioeconoffii<: characteristics, (2) academic 
performance in high school, " (3) test scores, (4) student. plans for 
advanced placement and advanced degrees, and (5) first choice 
^ intended field cf study. The ATP summary report contributes 
inf ormatit)n . to understanding 'how various personal, ,soc]^ti».^^d 
academic factors are ^involved as college-bou-nd seniors become 
affiliated wit,h individual college and {Systems of colleges. The' 
report, prepared at a national, regional, and state level is useful 
in comparison with institutional data. (Author/KE) 
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Frbm the College Board A TP Summary Repiort: ou "1974-75 CffUege-Beund Senior^, ./ 

i974-75 seniors earned more SAT scores below* 400 and fewer scores at or above 
600 as SAT-Verbal and SAT-mathematical sco«e.averages»- fell sharply JLO/and 8 
I)oints, respectively,' belQw their 1973-74 levels. , 

Most Achievement Test score averages of 1974-75 aenlora were lower than thos^ 
trf 1973-74 seniors, but Mathematics Level I 3'cores did not decline. 



1974-75 seniors were the first' among whom more women than men took the SAT. 

Men had highej!^ SAT scores', including higher SAT-Verbai; scores, but women had 
markedly higher scores on the Test of S|:anda];d Written English. 



15 percent of the women and 13 percent of the men Belong to an ethnic minority; 

About- one- tffird estimated their parents ' income at less than $12 ,,000. 
About one-third estimated their liarentp' income at more than $20,000. 

Aboiit one- third have estimated parental contributions less than $625. 
*About one-sixth fiave estimated parental 'contributions more thafn $3,900 . 

About two-fifths plan to seek help in college in finding part-time work. 

Three-iEourths were in the highest two-fifths of - their high'school clasB. 
Their latest grades in six academic areas averaged 3/1 or §^ , - 

By subject, the percentage of grades earned 'in advanced, a<;^celerated, or honors 
coutses, ranged from 8- to 15 percent. \ 

45 percent of the men apd 35* percent of the women reported postbaccalaure^ 
degree plans, and thia sex difference was reduced as the level of aspiratlOft' 
increased more rapidly among women for the secon-d consecutive year. . V 

More than half plan to apply for placement in advanced courses, course credit, 
or exemption, ffbm requir/ed courses in college. 

More than one-third of ^ the women intenU to major in education or health^^related 
areas} more than one quarter of the men intend to major Xp. engineering or in 
business and commerce. ^ _ ^ , !■ 

About "bne quarter prefer to live at home, about half prefer a college dormitory; 
more men prefer a coed dor^iipry, and more women prefer a single-sex dormitory. 
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HOW TO GET ADMISSIONS TESTING PROGRAM SUMMARY REPORTS 

For colleges t consortia^ and systfems of colleges * Colleges that want the 
College Board to' prepare an ATP Summary Report for their freshmen should 
inform the College Board /^regional office for their area (See back cover). 
Reports are also Available. for the other groups of students listed above and 
for special student subgroups such as financial aid recipient8^Niiir^rit]j^ 
applicants , engineering majors, etc. 

ATP Summary Reports are also prepared for consortia, and for systems 
of colleges. Groups "of colleges tfljiat want titie College Board to prepare an 
ATP Summary Report for all their freshmen combined, for their combined aid 
applicalVts 'or in-state students, etc., should choose a coordinator to inform 
the appropriate College Board regional office. 

For high scht^ols. school dis"tricts, and school systems . Individual high 
schools need not request an ATP Summary Report for their college-bound seniors 
because reports are released automatically to their |)rincipals . 

Principals of two or more scT7ools, superintendents of school districts, 
and administrative heads of other systems of schools who want the College Board 
to prepare an ATP Summary Report for all their schools/ ATP participants should 
inform the College Board regional office for their area (see back cover)* 



PREFACE • ^ . . / . . ' 

, / . . ■ , 

As ttiis report is released, sometKing less th^n half the high school seniors ^ 
of 1974-75 are; in transition t^'about three thousand colleges with the help of . - ' 

several hundred scholarship /ponsors. Some' ont million of th^e students p,revi- » 
ously participated in the iCollege Board's Admissions Testing Program (ATP). 
There they met the Schol^ship Aptitude Test (SAT) and the .Test of Standard ^ 

— Trrrtten ISglisIa , tftg Stude nt DeBctlptiv ^:QQesi:-te nnarlQ , and, m any^^them^^^ ^ 

Achievement Tests', /s they did, they created a wide range of information about 
themselves and asked the College Board to report it to their schools, to . 
colleges, and to scholarship sponsors. v ^ 

Records kept by the College Board on that process permit the information 
fileyd for iivdividual students to .bfe filed also for the high schools V/here those 
students were college-bound seniors and for the colleges and scholarship spon- 
sors to which they were prospective applicants. These instituti^^onal files are 
kept on a longitudinal basis for each high school class. Students may partici- < 
pate In the ATP as sophomores, juniors, or seniors, or more than once during 
those years. The most recent of all information created by their participation 
i3 stored for summary analysis toward the end of their high school careers. 
Beginning in the summer following their graduation from high school, the College 
Board produces a series of ATP Summary Reports, as illustrated on the opposite 

page- . , - 

Through ATP Summary Reports, -the College Board makes a contribution to 
the information needed' for the rational and responsible mafiageriient of the process 
of college entrance and completion . Such management requires scHoolls and 
colleges to understand how various personal, social, and academic factors are - 
involved as college-'bound seniors become affiliated with individual colleges^ ^ 
and/ systems of colleges. Each institution 'and system Sees reflected in its own 
ATP fiuijimary Report, however , 'only a fraction of several larger populations -of 
college-bound students. Reports are, therefore, also prepared at the national, 
regional, and state level for use as backdrops against which institutional data , 
■ can be viewed for comparative purposes. 

The national ATP Summary- Report',' presented here, is the most comprehensive 
of al\. It includes the records of all 1974-75 seniors, wherever located,' 

6 
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who registered for the "college' boards" before April of their senior yeair. 
Similar reports at the regional level are available for the areas illustrated 
on the back cover of this booklet from the College Board offices listed there. 
ATP Summary Reports prepared for schools and colleges and school and college 
systems are released by the College Board only to those for whom they are 
prepared. ' 
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ONE MILLION COLLEGE-BOUND SENIORS ' "a 

Some one million college-bound seniors are described in the tables on pages 19-33 
and in the notes that follow. The majority of ^Jthese seniors are scholastic 
caj.ly apt and studied ajcademic subjects ©^ttensively in high school* They have 
been and' plan to te bu9y with ejctracuxfricular activities, and they ard confident 
of their ^oci^l skills . They a^e more modi^st about their academic skills byt 
seem 6ager for further schoolirvg, if undecided in considerable numbers about 
how far they want to go and about the field of study in which to concentrate; 

\ Before characterizirtg these students in more detail, a cautionary note about 
the limitations of the data .and about the contexts in which they occur is in 
order. The students who take the^SAT and are described here are numerous. But 
they arfe equal tn numbet to only about one-third of. all 1975 high school graduates 
and about' tWQ--^hir(}s of all those graduates who are going directly to college. 
Those two grcuips of gtudents differ from the small group of s^^dents who take the 
Scho las tic/Aptitude Test (SAT) and respond 'to the S.}:udent'^'i)escriptive Queat^ibn- \ 
naire whp.e they are in high -school. As a result, What is reported here about 
the 19/4-75 seniors who took the SAT cannot be taken as necessarily .true of 'all 
l975/1iigh school graduates or - all 1975 college freshmen. 



/Women and men^ 

p, ' " . ■ 

Historically, women have been more. numerous than men among high school graduates, 
but because the rate of coll6ge-going has been higher among men high schQoX grad- 
uates, men have outnumbered women among college freshmen. There have ijisb, over 
the years, been more men than women among the college-bound students taking the 
College Board's Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT). But in recent ;years the p^tcent- 
age of women among all students taking the SAT has increased as the rate of 
college-going has" decreased more rapidly amcfng men than among wolmen. • And the 
seniors of 1974-75 were the first among whom more women* than men took the SAT. 

8 
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MINORITY AND MAJORITY 



• The percentage of stuaents whp take the^ college boards 'and describe' themp^lves 
in the Student^^scriptive Questionnaire as belonging to a minority ethnic group 
has remained virtually constant at about 14 percent from 1971-72, when the 
questionnaire was Introduced, through 1974-j75 (Table' 2) . Roughly 8 percent of 

t he 1974 - 75 ^ ni o rs - — 9^.4 pe rcent of - th e i jom&n^^ pd 6*6 p er^ nt of tb e-men^^ 

'i-ndicated that they were blf^ck. Two percent, and a slijghtly larger percentage 
of men than women, described their ethnic^background as oriejital# Smaller per- 
centages indicated that they were "other"| Kl. 8%) , Mexican American or Chicano 
(1.4%), Puerto Kican (0.7^), and* American/indian (0.3%). / \ 



RICH ANP POOR^ 



About two-thT?W3^ of the 1974-75 cc^lXege-bound seniors who took the SAT answered 
the Student Descriptive Questionnaire i£em about their estimate of their parents 
income. Their responses divide them into three roughly equally numerous* groups: 
those repotting annual parental iitcomes below $12,000, those reporting incomes 
between $12,000 and $20,000, and those reporting incomes more than $20,000. 

Parents' incomes (Table- 21) are combined with other information that stu- 
rdLnts report about how many brothers and sisters they have and about how many of 
•tttosa wil^be 'iti college when they enter. From stich combinations, estimates of 
^ tfhe amount of money that parents can be expected to contribute toward the costs^ 
of the 1974-75 seniors' father education are calculated and summarized in 
•:abl^e 20. The parents '/contributions of somewhat njore than one-third of all 
responding students are estimated to be less than $625, those of about One--^- 

our th are between $625 and $1,500, those of about one-fifth are between $1,500 
'and $3,900, and about one-sixth have estimated parents' contributions of more 
than $3,900. * . ^• 

These estimated parents ' cbntributipns ' are distributed sepaif^ately in 
Table 20 fpr students in the various ethtt;J.c groups* It is apparent that signif- 
icantly larger amounts of financial aid must te offered to minority students if 
they are not to have their freedom of college choice mc^re severely restricted 



by f^eir families' financial dircunis.tances.-**About three-fourths of the black and 
Mexican American students, for example, have eatinyited parental contributions . 
less thaii $625, and more than half have such contributions less than. $200. 

Table 20 's rough estimates of the f ^ily/f inancial situations of a large 
number of 1974-75 corllege-bound seniors ean be compared with the estimated costs * 
of college attendance in 1975-76. Those average costs, as /reported to the College 
Schplarship Service (CSS)', range from about $2,100 for public two-year institu- 
l:ionQ( Cco^uter^ budget) to' a^bW $4^,4trcr for ^p four-year institutiona 

(res^dentrftudget) . ' ^ ; 

The lower of these two student .expense budgets is, however, about t^ce» the 
estimated parents' contribution of about half of the* 1974-75 college-Jj6und seniors 
who took the SAT. Many students must, therefore, rely at least i'n>^art on self- 
help* Awd in thfs connection it is interesting' to note (in Tab3,e 11) thai/TQany 
students who -take the SAT evidently anticipate me/etirig some of theiir -colj-l^e costs 
out of. their own income vhile they are in colle^.. About tw6-f if ths of the 
Stucfent Descriptive Que^ tionhaire respondents ibdicated t|iat thfiy planned t;o seek 
help* in college in* f indings a part-time* job , 

ACADEMIC PERFORMAm: Ilf^GH SCHOOL . ^ 



Students are asked several "^estions on the ATP questionnaire about their aca- 
dfemic p.erformance in high school — their class rank, their latest grade in eaclj 
of six academic subject-matte.r areas s±T\ce beginning the ninth grade, whether 
that' grade was earned in an "bono ts , advanced, or accelerated course," howjnany. 
yea;r8 they expected to study in «i9i^academic area in high school, .and how many 
scholastic honors or award^' they received. ^ 

The average of the grades reported by 1974-75 seni^prs in^ th^ six areas 
listed across the top of Table 3, converted to the common four-point scale ^nd 
weighted by the number of expected years of study in Table 4, was 3.09% In te^s 
of letter. grades, this is a "B" average for both sexes in all subjects. By 
subject-matter area, the averages for both sexes ranged from 2.82 for mathematics 
to 3.25 for social studies. Other than i^ mathematics and in the physical 
sciences. 'the weighted averages of the grades ^reported by wpmenare higher ^ 
than the corresponding averages for men. In each of the six areas, 1974-75 



seniors. each sex reported slightly higher grades then th^ 1973-74 seniors, who 
had'in turn repotted higher grjades then l-9'72-73 seniors. 

It was in. mathematics that the largest percentage of respondents^ 16 percent 
of the men and 13 percent^of the. women, indicated that their latest grade had - 
beeyi earned, in an "honors , advanced^ or accelerated course/' Ijhe corresponding 
pe^^centages for English Were 12 percent for men and 15 percent mr women, and 
.these were about double the corresponding percentages for fojceign* languages (in 
TaWe 3>T. F4r of 4Sie ^jjj^^ac ademi c, a re as ^ -the percentage o£ l a te at grades ^_ 

re'ported as earned in such courseg was Cubfetantially the same as among l!s^73-74 
seniors, '-And slightly more than half of the seniors from each class reported 
receiving onfe -or more scholastic honorfe'^r awards (Table 17)., 

The average number of expected years of high school study for all six 
academic areas combined was 16 years. Nine out. of every^ 10 'of the 1974-75 
seniors in'dicated that they expected to have studied English for four or more 
y^ars before graduating. Fewer ^ but mote than half of the men and more than one- 
third of the women,, expected to have studied mathematics for the equivalent^f 
four or mofe years before graduating from high school. (Tabl^ 4). 

Corapareci with 1973-74 seniors, the 1974-75 seniors reported an indreas>^ 
-^umber of years ol study in^athematics , in the biological science^, and in the 
'physical' sciences, the inttease irf the physical sciences bein^ mdVe marlfed/ f or 
wpmeh. Fewer years of study, by contrast, were reported in the social studies 
and in the foreign languages (Table 4). Similar shifts, the increase in mAthe-* 
matics excepted, were previously observed between the College-bound seniop of 
1972-73'^and, 1973-74. ' ^ ' , 

About three-fourths of the 1974-75 seniors reported themselves to hk in the 
highest two-fifths of their high school class, and nearly^all the re^t Estimated 
'that they were in the middle fifth (Table 5)* Essentially the same dis|^tributlon 
o£ class ranks was previously observed for the l9t3-74 seniors. 




NEW SAT READING. COMPREHENSION AND VdtABUtARY SCORES 
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Scoreg, on the verbal sections qf the Scfiolastic Aptitude Test (^AT) are derived 
from four types of questions. Two of those types ate vocabulary questions — 
analogies atid|»ntonyms } and tWo are reading comprehension'^questions — ''sentence 



co||pletioii8" and questions on prose passages presented in the test. Students' 
^Wswers to all four' types pf questions combine to produce an SAf-verbal Score 
that is reported bs an overall measure^ of studcmts' .developed verbal reasoning 
ability. # ^ ^ . . ^ 

Beginn^g with the October 197A administration of the. SAT, the^reading com- 
prehension and vocabulary questions have also been scored separately . ^These 
verbal subscores- — Reading domprehisn^ion and Vocabulary scorqs ~ are reported 
in two~aigTts,~onra 20-to--80 scales ,^^Th^or individual a'LudentS" and fn etimmary- 



reports. But s^^^.scores were reported, only for 19*74-75 seniors who took the ^ 
,SAT as seniors. in 1974-75: subscores were not reported and cannot be summarized 
for the yfrearl/ 300,000 1^74-75 sj^jliors ^who took the SAT dnly^as juniors in 1973-74. 
As ta"^r^ult, subscores are summarized in'Table"7B for about 720,000 students, 
rather than for the full SAT popuJLation of about .^00,000. • 

The Reading Comprehension average for men, 43.5 or 435 if placed on the 
fai^iliar College Board score pf 2p0'to 800, scale is ^slightly higher than the 
corresponding average, 43.3 or 433, .for women. ' The seH^ difference in the 
Vocabulary -average^, 4315 or 435^ for men and 42.7 or 4^7, for women, is rela- 
tively large. "It seems, therefore, that the men -who take the SAT have higher 
(overall) SAT-verbal scores than the women who take the test largely because 
the men do better on the questions that produce the Vocabulary score — the 
analogies and the antonyms. . " * 



TEST 'OF SfANDARD WRITTEN ENGLISH SCORES 
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The Tost of Standard Written^English v^aa placed" in experimentalise in 1974-75 
for purposes of placement. The new English test ds ""intended to Ijelp colleges, 
particularly those with diversified 'studefft bodies, place entering freshmen'in 
the courses most appropriate for them. Although in experimental use as a suppjLe- 
ment to the SAT, the "Test of Standard Written English is not itself an experi- 
mental test but rather a conventional test of conventional skills that students, 
are normally expected to use in writing ^japers for most- college courses. 

' The new English test measures writing skills by asking students q^uestiotis. 
about .errors in English usage. Fifty quegtions of two types are used in the 
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; /Test^f Standard 'Written English;\^From research previously reported ,in The 

Measurement of Writing Afe^iifcy j a" monograph published by the College Bo'ard, . 

:p*erformance on ques^tipn o-^^each type is* known to be highly associatedrwith 

students' ability to write essays, Essay questions are not includled 'bn the ^ / 

tes^t, which is an indirect as well as oi^ly.^ a partial measure of students' 

writing abilities. ^ The test makes^no attem;^t-, ^ for example, to assess the 

^ability- to wi^ - ' L^. " ^_ ' 

^ At its simplest level, the test deals with such matters as agreement" of 

; . , ^ ' . • V.' ; V • 

" subject and Verb (John, and Mary walks) . At more sophisticated levels, the 

. ■■ ■ . ' ■ ' ' ' . ■ " " . ' ■ . 

test aska about such matters as the logic of comparisons (Eloise drives' faster 

" ■ . ■ • . > ■ ' 

th'an her neighbor's c^r) , or the approprl'ate subordination or coordination of 

ideas within a sentence (Maria will return,, to San Francisco next year, and she ^ 

was botn there)^. Th| terminology of graimnar is not tested,, spelling and capi-t 

talization ^re not asketi about, and only in a few- que^fetions are punctuation 

marks important in arriving at the. answer. 

. I • . ■ •• ^ . , ■ p © ' " > . , ■ ' ■ 

*' ^ T?he Test of Standard Written English is administered, in 30 minutes , as one 
Vf*. ■ " " • ' ■ ' ■ ' * ' . ■ " ■ " ■ 

f^''df six.sectidA^ in the SAT rest booklet. Scoireis on the test are reported in 

ftwo digits 'on' the 20'-to-80^ scale,, but Test of Stindard Written English- scores , 

T are reported only to 50+. ' .\ 

The Test of Standard Written English was' introduced at the October 1974 

administration of the SAT, the first administration from whicfT verbal subscores 

were reported. Therefore, the 1974-75. seniors who took the SAT only as juniors 

. in 1973-74 did not take the new English, test. As, a result, Te^st of Staitdar'd . , 

Written English scores are^ summarized in Table 7C only, for 1974-75 seniors who 

took the test as seniors. (Th^se are . the same students as those for whoiji the 

newly reported Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary scores^ are summarized in - 

y-Table 7B.) ' ' . ' . • . . 

It| the distributions of Test*of Standard Written English scores (in • 

Table 7C) , the sex differences that appear are more marked than those noted 

in the Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary sqpres. Fttrthermore, the direction 

of the /difference is reversed^ it is the women who havfe 'higher scores on the 

i new EnglisH test. Thus 4 percent bf the womeu and 3 percent of the men earned 

'"the highest score reported (60+), 63 percent of the' women and 57 percent of 

the men eatned ^scores between 40 and 59, a^4^.32 percent of the women and 40 

percent of the men earned scores below 40. • 

. . '• . - 10 . . . • 



All such dif ferenaes in the dis tributioti 'of these two-rdigit scores produced 
'Tdst" Pie: Standard -iJritten 'English score "averages ^or womfen C44.3) ;ahd meji (42. Z)' v 
that differ by 2.1 points, or by 21 .points in "terms qf the nidre f amildar College 
Board score scale of 200 to 800.. The advaiita^es enjoyed by men^on the scores 
from,th§^\/feEbal sections of the aptitude test were relatively slight at 2/ pj?ltvts 
(Reading -Cpmprehens ion) ^^nd 9 points. (V^^^^^ - . \. 



Scholastic Aptitude test Csat) scores ^ . . ! 

v.. - 0 • • . 



If all students — more than three million took the SAT late in high school, 
two-thirds or abo^ut two milliori, would earn SAT-verbal, scores between 200 and 
400 . About 376 ,000 of the 1974-75' seniors who took "the" SAT roughly one-sixth 
ofrjall who might have --did in fact earn such scores Similarly^ a third o^ 
all students or^about one million wouM earn SAT-verbal scofes between 400 aAtf 
600. About 541,000 of the i9'7'4-75 seniors who took the SAT ~ roughly half of 
all who might have ~ did take the test and earn .sjich scores. Finally, a small 
percentage (aboCit three percent) 'of all students — more than 100,600 -- wojil'd 
' ^arn SAT^verbal scores of 600 or higHer. And ^bout 79,000 of the 1974-75 
seniors,* ^ substantial majority of all who niight'have, did l^ake the SAT- and earn 
scores that high. " ' , 

; E5,timates 6f the fraction and number of all stpdents whd would earn Various 
SAT s'cores are necessarily impxecivse. The estimates- ate good xeno.ygh, however, 
for the-popul'a-tion of students currently taking the SAT to be seeli-i:learly as 
broadly based but also highly selected in terms of developed verbal reasoning 
ability. Essentially'the same situation obtains vJith .reference to tfie SAT*s^ , 
measure of developed, mathematical reasoning ability. 

Although .the. approximately kie. million 1974-75 seniors who took the. SAT, - 
were relatively apt compared to students generally, they nevertheless had sub- 
stantially lower SAT scores than the 19,73-74 seniors who took the SAT . . Approx- 
■ Imately 98,800 o£,the 1973-74 seniors , ,f or example, had SAT-verbal scorfes at or ' 
^ above 600,. while 79,100 ~ 20 percent fewfer — of the slightly more numerous 

1974-75 seniors had verbal scores that .high. In the 206 - 400 range, by con- 
" trast, the number of SAT^vetbal scores Increased by 8 percent. In -the middle 
of the score range, from 400 to 600, a slight increase of 1 pSVcent was. • 



Y ft y , ' 

registered. As a^res«lt of all such|^ stiif ts , the SAT-verbal average dropped by 
10 poxiitB, 'from among the 1973-74 seniors 'to 434 among the 1974-75 seniors. 

A smaller decline, from 480 to 472, was' observed in the SAT-mathematical 
average, and somewhat different shifts occurred in the distribution of mathe- 
matical scores.' The number at or above 600 decreased by about 8 percent, the 
number in the 200 - 400 range incre^j^ed^by 13 perx:ent, and the^ niimber in tlje 
middle of the score rang^, between 400 and 600, decreased by 1 percent. 

Both SAT-verbal and SAT-mathematical score averages have declined since 
1962-63, when they stood at 478 and 502 respectively. The declines seen by 
1968 Vere small compared to the declines of more, recent years , and the declined 
noted above between the 1973-74 and the 1974-75 cohorts are the largest so far 
observed. Sinqe 1968, at the latest, SAT score averages have declined partly 
because of an increase in the number of relatively Idw scores and partly because 
of a decrease in the number of relatively high scores. Since the beginning, 
the dfcline in the' verbal scores has been larger than the decline in the mathe- 
matical scores. And since 1968, the decline in the verbal scores has been , 
larger for women than for men. The decline in the mathematical scores has 
' tended '^to be larger for men than for women, but this tendency has been ^rela- 
tively weak, and among 1974-/5 seniors woman had latger mathematical score 
declin.es. , . ^ * 

Table A. SAT Score Averages for College-Bound Seniors, 1966-67 - 19^74-75 
Verbal ' ' Hathefaattcal " 





, Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1966-67 


463 


46;8 


4@6 


" 514 


467 


492 


1967-68 . 


464 


466 


466 


512 ' 


470- 


492 


1968-69 


459 


466 


, 463 


513 .. 


470 


493 


1969-76 


459 


. 461 


460 


509 


465 


488. 


1970-71 


454 


457 


455 


507 


466 


488 


1971^72 


454 


452 


453 


' 505 


461 


• 484 


l:?72-73 


446 


443 ■' 


" 445 


502 


4,60 


481 


1973-74. 


klfl 


442 


444 


501 


459 


480 


1974-75 


437 


431 • 


434 


495 


449 


, 472 



7- 




The SAT score averages given in the four rows of Table A for college- 

bound" seniors of 1971-72. through 1974^75 are £rom Table 7 of successive editions 

■"' ^ " ' . ■• ' ' • ' • • ■ • ■ 

of /lihe Col leRe-Bound Seniors series of reports, which began in 4971. The averages 

far/ 1966-67 through 1970-^71 are estimates of the averages that Would have beeii 
reported for college-bound seniors of those years JLf such reports had been pro- 
duced for those years. ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ 

Qne of the more pervasive" myths about SAT scores is ^that a score of 500 i$^ 
average . In fact ,/ tlTe mos t rec^llt:^ gs^imate is that Tf 33^7^^^ 
took the SAT, their SAT-verbal average .would be abiout 368, and the SAT-Verbal 
average for the college-bound seniors of 1974-75 who actually took the test is . 
seei in Table'^A to be 434. 



. ACHIEVEMENT TEST SCORES 

The ATP Achievement Test series includes ^one-hour objective tests in. 14 academic 
subjects. About one-f ourth .of the students who take the SAT also take one or 
m6re Achievement Tests. The students who take the Achievement Tests typically 
take three, one of which is(nearly always the English Composition Test. A 

- second popular subject is mathematics, which ts tested at two levels. Relatively 
few students .take Mathematics Levdl II (*the more advanced level.) ,^but more tli^n 
two-thirds- of..^t'he students who take Achievement Tests include tfethematics Level I 
in their Series. The Achievement T6st in. American History ahdf'Social Studies is 

■ next in popularity: over a fourth chjjpse it. The Remaining 11 Achievement 
Tests en 5qy much smaller volumes as candidates round out their seties of three 
with a test in a subject in which they feel better prepared, or with one specif- 
ied by a college , they want' to attend. , - 

ATP Summary Reports include (in Table 8^ Achievement Test score distributions 
for the seven most frequently chosen tests and a score distribution for Achieve- 
ment Test averages that include scores from all Achievemient Tests taken. -Score 

* averages accompany each distribution. " , ^ 

' For 1974-75 college-bound seniors, Table'B includes natibnal^ scgre averages 
and the numbers; (in thousands) of candidates nafipnally for each Achievement 
Tes«t/' Comparable figures for previous high school classes are available only in 
the case of the more ^popular tests. 

"■ ■ 13 
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The score average for all Achievement Tests taken increased $lightly (to $27)' 
among college-bound seniors of 1972-73 and increased markedly (t^o 533) among' .! -^^ 
1973-74 college-bound seniors. This score average declined slightly (to 531);.. 
however, among the 1974-75 senlars. Their averages were lower for the Biolbgyr 
Test by 1 point, for the English Composition Test by 2 points, for the America^ 
History and Social Studies Test by 4 points, the French Test by 7 points*, fo^ 
the Chemistry Test by 12 points, and ^f or the -Spanish Test by 16 points. Math^- 
mart ic& Level I L , :iixd dBC-fl^ s eni or s 7": — ^ 



Table B. Achievement Test Score Averages, 1971-72 - 1974-75 

. ■ ■ ' ■ . ■ *i / 

(Numbers in thousands) 

SUBJECT 



Average for all 
/ Achievement Tests 

English Composition 
Mathematics Level I 
American History and 

Social Stu^dies 
Biology 
French ^ . 
Chemist 

cMathematics Level II 
Sj)anish 
^ ^ Literature 
Physics 
German 

European History and >. 

World Cultures 
Latin 
Hebrew 
Russian 



l'971-72 


19.72-73 


1973-74 


1974 


-75 


N ^ 




AV 


, N AV 


N 


AV ' 


335 526 


294 


527 


247 533 


228 


> 

531 


3B 516 ^ 


^275 




517 


212 . 


515 


240 541 


211 




>172 545 


158 


545 


105 492 


87 


498 


71 498 


64 


494 


51 535- • 


* 51 


532 


46 545 


46 


544 


52 539 


" 47 


544 


38 560 


34 


553 ■ 


48, 568 


^3 


572 


37 581 


33 


569 


n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


29 


660 


34 530 


33 


539 


28 560 


26 


544 


n/a - 


n 


/a 


n/a 


21 


522 


h/a 


n 


/a- 


n/a 


12 


601 


n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


7 




n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


5 




n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


2 


514 . ; 


n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


1 




n/a 


n 


/a 


n/a 


1 


540 



STUDENTS' SELF-ASSESSMENT OF THEIR SKILLS AND ABILITIES 



The ATP' questionnaire provides college-bound students with an opportunity to 
rank -themselves among others of their age with reference to 14 skills and 
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abilities. About one-fifth of the 1974^75 seniors ranked themselves ^^n the t;op 
1 percent in 'abiliifcy to get along W^th ^bthers ,H;and' about! 10, percent tanked th'e$jt-^^ 
selves in the top 1 percent in leadership; Only in mechanics y musieT, and art 
did appreciable percentages (^p, 20, and 19 respectively) of 1974-75 seniors 
rank themselves as below average. 

The 1974-75 seniors rat^d t^mselves more highly ' than the 1973-74 seniors 
.ratted themselves. Among men, there were significant; increases in ratings on 
acting, art, athletics, leadership, mathematics, and sales. Among women, sig^ 
nificant increases were observed in- acting, leadership, and sales r. 



EXTIIACURRIC.ULAR ACTIVITIES ' 

The confidence that students who take the SAT have in'their social skills may 
result in part from their extensive and intensive -experienced with extra- 
curri<:ular activities.. Large numbers report active participation in community 
and religious groups /Table 14), athletics (Table 15), high school clubs and 
organizations (Table 16), and '^other extracurricular activities of all sorts 
(Tkble 18). .One-fourth report themselves as leaders in community or religious 
"groups, and more than one- third indicate that they held at least one major 
office i-n a high school *fciub or organi2;ation. 

More thaA half of the men arid a quarte^';of the woiften indicate having been 
on a varsity athletic team, and thost of eaclp. report wihning at least one varsity 
letter. The percentage of women repotting Varsity participation in recent years 
has increased steadily -from 20 percent a^ong^ the college-bound seniors of 1972-73 
to 26 percenit among .the 1974-7^5 cohort. Over the same years, the percentages of 
college-bound students of both sexes Reporting no. participation in athletics has 
declined slightly (Table 15) . ' ' . 



PLANS FOR ADVANCEp PKACEMENT AND ADVANCED DEGREES 

^ * - ■ 

In response to a question about the highest level of education they plan to 
^complete, roughly a quarter ~ but a smaller fraction than among previous 
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•seniors ~ indicated that they were undecided. Only small percentages, 8 percent 
pf the women and 5 percent of the men, indicated plans to complete pnly a tv/o- 
year jprogram, btit 45 percent of^the men and 35 percent of the \iomen Planned to 
complete*a postbacealaureate degree. Women report less ambitious de&ree plans 
than men, but this sex difference decreased among both 1973-74 and 1974-75 
seniors as^in consecutive years^the level of aspiration- increased' mpre afiiong 
woinen than amon^ men. ^ i 

Students registering tL take the "college boards" are also asked whether 



they plan to apply lor "placement in advahced courses, course credit, br exemp- 
tion from required courses." About three-fifths of the -respondents planned 
such application in at least one of these areas: English (24%) , /science (23/2), 
mathematics (22%), history (17%), and foreign languages (14%). ^he percentages 
6t jsenfors with sux:h plans in at least one area increased bath impng the 1973--74 
seniors and among the 1974-75 seniors. . / 

/ ■ ' . 

COLLEGE HOUSING PREFERENCES • , 

< . . ■ * ■' . " \ 

S-tudents can indicate on the questionnaire where they vgDuld prefer to live 
during the first two years of college. About a quarter of the 1974-75 seniors 
indicated that they preferred to live at »hOme (:Cable 13). About half would 
prefer to' liv6 in a dormitory, and only stnall percentages, especially among 
women, prefer a fraternity or sorority house, an on-^mpus a]^artment, or an 
off-campus apartment. Thrfee out of f£ve men who preferred a 4orml,tory ' pre- 
ferjred a "coeducational^^ one, but most of the women who' preferred a dormitory 
preferred a- single-sex one. 

FIRST CHOICE INTENDED FIEtD OF STUDY IN COLLEGE 



Nearly 200 specific fields of college study,'' grouped under nearly 30 J^rpad 
currlculu&i areas, are listed in the ATP questionnaire. Students respond by.' 
Indicating their first and second choices. Th6 first choices of the 1974-75 
seniors are distributed by broad area (e.g., agriculture) in Table lOA and 

19 

o re- 
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and by specific fields'^ (6. g* , dairy science) in Table lOB. , 

The most popular broad curriculum areas/ with>the percentage of 1974-75 
seniors choosing them (in parentheses), are health and metrical (14.9^) business 
and commerce' (11.5%), education (9.1%) , biological s^ciences (8.0%), social 
sciences*. (7.7%), and engineering (6 ; 7%) . It should be- noted, however, that the 
area of education owes its relatively /high rank for both sexes combined, to its 
popularity among won^n (13.8%). Similarly, engineering is a popular. area among 
men (12.9%) but is the first dhoice of a relatively small percentage lof wom^n 
^;9%)- 7 • — , - 

Disregarding area groupings, some relatively popular specific fields of 

' I ... 

study (and the percentages choosing them) were premedicine (4.1%), nursing-;- 
registered (4.0%), business management and administration (3.2%) , accounting 
(3:1%), mathl^ma tics (2.0%), political science (2.0%), physical education (1.9%), 
elementary education (1.8%), secretarial studies (1.6%), and Electrical" engineer 
ing (1.5%). , ^ . * ^ - '5- 



HELP WANTED 



The ATP, questionnaire. includes an item^about help that students may want to- re- 
ceive, outside regular course work in college. About two-fifths of the respon- 
dents from among 1974-75 seniors indicated that they "wanted help in finding 
part-time work. About one-third indicated that they wanted .counseling about 
educational and vocational plains and opportunities. Only 3 percent wanted coun- 
seling about personal problems. 

A large fraction of the students said they wanted help, outside regular 
course work, in acadethic areas'^ Roughly a fifth of the qtiestionnaire respon- 
dentSj ofor example, wanted help in developing good study habits. Sim/larly, 
17 percent of the students wanted help outside regular course work in improving 
their. mathematical ability, 13 percent wanted such help in increasing reading 
ability, and 11. percent wanted help' in improving tKeir writing ability. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT AND AMBITION 



It seems clear from the data in the tables that follow that the majority of the 
1974-75 seniors who took the SAT are scholastically apt and s-tudied extensively 
in academic subjects in high school. These students have been and plan to be 
busy with extracurricular activities and are confident of their social skills. 
They also seem eager for further schooling,* even though they are undecided in 
considerable numbers about the extent of their degree ambitions. 
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Areas Served by 
College Board Offices 

Middle states Kef£ional Office 

College Entrance Examination IJoard 
65 East Elizabeth Avenue 
~ hethlehcra, Pennsylvania IfiuiH 
: (215-G»1-59J)G) . 
Mid wester nKejJjionalOflice 

(Toilege Entrance Examination Bbard 
OQO Grove S.treet 
Evanston, Illinois (50201 ^* 

• ^ New England Uegional Office ^ 
College Entrance Examination Hoard 
470 Totten Pond Road ..4 . ^ 
: Waltliam, Massachusetts 021 54 

(017-890-9150) . • ' 
Soutl^'rn Regional Office , . 

* (ibllege Entrance Examination Bbard 
SMittv^OO / ' 

17 Exccutive'iPark Drive, N.E, ; v 
Atlanta^C;^orgia^»o;j2D ■ - * 

Houthwctitern Regional Office 
^ ' College Entrance Examination Board 
Suite ltd, 3810 Medical Paflcway 
Austin, Texas 78750 . ; 
(512-464.7791) ^ 
Weal^rn ltcglonal Office 
. (Allege Entrance Examination Board 
^800 Welch Road 
PalM Alto, California 04:}04 
f41l7.321.5211) 
. Suite 23, 2142 South High StrcQl 
Denver. (Colorado 80210 
(^{0:M77-4434) 
Puerto Rico Office "IP 
('ollog<\Entrance Examination Board 
The New Banco Popular <Vnt(»r 
Suite 1201 

Luis Muhoz-Rivera Avenug 

♦ Ilato Rey, Puerto Rico I 
(809-705-5870) 

^Mailing addrvHH: Box 1275 ' ^' 
Hato lOjy. l>4f to Rfco 00919 
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